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Ricoh invests in Al-native vector database startup Weaviate
through the RICOH Innovation Fund

Collaboration aims to create new solutions by accelerating Al utilization of unstructured data

TOKYO, June 16, 2026 — Ricoh Company, Ltd. today announced that Ricoh has made an
investment into Weaviate (Co-founder and CEO: Bob van Luijt, Co-founder and CTO: Etienne
Dilocker), a developer of an Al-native vector database designed for unstructured data,
headquartered in the Netherlands, through Ricoh’s corporate venture capital (CVC) fund, the
RICOH Innovation Fund, on March 13, 2026. This investment advances Ricoh’s global strategy to
support customers through digital and Al transformations™, by exploring the potential of creating
new solutions combining Ricoh’s data capture technology with Weaviate’s context-aware database.

Enterprises today hold vast amounts of unstructured data—including scanned documents, PDFs,
email text, and handwritten notes. While these data assets contain valuable knowledge, they are
often difficult to utilize effectively with traditional data management methods, creating a key barrier
to enterprise Al adoption. As generative Al adoption accelerates, transforming unstructured data
Al-ready*? is becoming increasingly critical so that enterprises can leverage it in decision-making
and business operations, ultimately improving productivity.

Weaviate offers the all-round Al database*?, easy to use with the features and integrations
developers need. Built with an open-source foundation and focused on a first-class developer
experience, it is the default for developers to build Al applications. By evolving beyond traditional
retrieval systems and incorporating a memory layer, Weaviate enables Al agents to retain and
utilize context over time. This helps overcome the limitations of stateless processing, allowing
applications to access relevant information more effectively and generate more accurate,
consistent, and context-aware responses. Beyond simply organizing unstructured data, Weaviate’s
capabilities built on its vector database enable Al agents to learn from past interactions and access
diverse enterprise information, supporting more advanced and long-term reasoning as well as
improved decision-making.

Through this investment, Ricoh will support Weaviate’s efforts becoming the critical infrastructure
for the agentic shift and explore opportunities to combine Ricoh’s data capture technologies with
Weaviate’s context-aware database. This combination is expected to unlock the value of
unstructured data that has not been fully utilized until now and lead to the creation of new solutions
that enable cross-functional utilization of diverse information accumulated within the enterprise.

Eiji Suzuki, General Manager, Corporate Planning Center, Corporate Planning Division, Ricoh
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Company, Ltd. stated, “Built on open technology and a strong community, Weaviate has pursued
a data foundation that enables Al to understand and leverage information in context. Through these
efforts, the company has helped shape a reliable approach to data utilization in the era of
generative Al. Ricoh shares this vision. We are delighted to embark on this partnership and look
forward to creating value together through our collaboration. Together, we are committed to
advancing this vision further and unlocking new value for our customers. Through this partnership,
we will translate the potential of generative Al into practical business applications and more
informed decision-making.”

Bob van Luijt, Co-founder and CEO, Weaviate added, “Weaviate’s open-source software is already
proving its value in Japan, as the growth we’re seeing in adoption and community engagement is
unmistakable. We’re excited to partner with Ricoh, who recognizes that momentum and shares our
conviction that this ecosystem is just getting started. This funding isn’t just capital; It's fuel to
accelerate what the community is already building. This partnership signifies a major milestone in
our global expansion strategy, specifically tailored to meet the sophisticated demands of the
Japanese market. As we scale our operations, we remain committed to fostering a robust
developer network and driving innovation that resonates across the entire technological landscape
of the region.”

Ricoh established the RICOH Innovation Fund in November 2023 to support the growth of B2B
startups and accelerate its transformation into a digital services company. Through open innovation
and collaboration with partners, Ricoh supports people's creativity and contributes to a sustainable
society by generating innovation and continuously transforming people's work

*1 Al transformation: A strategic approach that leverages Al to transform business processes and models in order
to maximize enterprise value. As Al adoption accelerates, it is emerging as the next phase of digital transformation.

*2 Al-ready: A state in which data is organized, and the necessary infrastructure is in place to enable enterprises
to effectively introduce and utilize generative Al and machine learning in their operations.

*3 All-around Al database: A comprehensive Al data platform designed to support a wide range of Al application
development needs.

Company Overview

Company Name: Weaviate

Representative: Co-founder and CEO, Bob van Luijt

Headquarters: Prinsengracht 769a, 1017JZ Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Established: July 1st, 2019

Business Activities: Development and provision of an open-source, Al-native vector
database designed to support the development of reliable Al
applications.

Website: https://weaviate.io/
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| About Ricoh |

Ricoh is a global integrator in workplace transformation, operating in approximately 200 countries and regions
and headquartered in Tokyo. Supporting customers’ value creation, Ricoh offers workplace services and
solutions that empower organizations to work smarter through advanced technologies—including Al— together
with long-standing expertise rooted in printing. Ricoh also operates commercial and industrial printing
businesses and delivers new solutions leveraging inkjet technology. In the financial year ended March 2026,
Ricoh Group had worldwide sales of 2,608 billion yen (approx. 16.4 billion USD).

For 90 years since our founding, Ricoh has upheld its mission and vision of empowering individuals to find
Fulfillment through Work—and that commitment continues today. By understanding and transforming how
people work, we unleash their potential and creativity to realize a sustainable future.

For further information, please visit www.ricoh.com
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